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Snow, that white stuff that defines a wonderful 
winter! Or perhaps not! 

 We often think of snow as a major inconvenience, unless 
of course, you are of school age and as we all know it means a day 
off. Aching backs, worries of how am I going to get to work and 
do I have milk, bread and eggs enter our thoughts as we encounter 
our now white world.  

Take a minute and look at the serene view. Then get out and clear the walk and work to get out and 
about. If you are fortunate enough to enjoy the day, snowshoe, cross-country ski or just walk and enjoy the 
beauty that surrounds you. The snow enhances the trees, shrubs and even those last summer and fall’s plant 
skeletons. Everything looks much brighter with vivid colors that are normally ignored in winter.  

Snow is a great insulator because of the intricate and varied shape of the flakes. These shapes trap air 
between them as they pile up and keep the air from circulating. This provides moisture and protection for plants 
and the soil. Generally the temperature below the snow increases by 2 degrees Fahrenheit for each inch of accu-
mulation. It may be a bit warmer when measured because soil also gives off heat. Ice is a poor conductor of heat 
(that is why ice cracks when you put it in a warm drink).  

Snow is: 

A protector of plant roots and soil; without it the freezing temperatures cause heaving which dry out 
plant parts and causes root breakage. 

Helps conserve water when a slow melt occurs; it insures a steady supply of water as it seeps into the 
soil. 

Actually a fertilizer. It takes the nitrogen from the air, and as it slowly melts it releases it into the soil. 
Farmers knew if they had a big snowfall, they would not have to apply as much manure on the fields. 

Provides shelter for small animals that are now protected from predators. This helps insure an abun-
dant food source for predators in the spring when they have their young. 

Some winter things to consider doing: 

Make snow sticks out of old paint sticks or whatever are available, measure and mark increments in 
inches and place in several places in your yard or area: in the open, under a tree, under a roof, on the 
north side, on the south side and record how much snow falls in these different areas.  

Start a winter journal, walk around your area (your yard or local nature area) note the different berries 
and their color, estimate how many there are in each bush 

Observe who comes to eat the berries, how many are left 

What smells have you noticed? (snow, animals, etc) 

What sounds have you heard? 

Put out a bird bath, if it is not heated be certain to keep unfrozen water in it if possible 

Measure the temperature, if there is snow on the ground, measure the temperature on the 
surface and then at the bottom of the snow at ground level, note the difference 

The biggest benefit of snow for us, is the astounding beauty that surrounds us. No matter where you are get 
outside, breathe the crisp air and enjoy. 
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Memorials & Donations 
Donations: 
'ÅÎÁÕÒÄÉȭÓ $199.97 
 
The Red Hat Society 
Advanced Avionics 
 

In Honor of: 
Veronica Hartsell Birthday  
Thomas Eshelman Birthday 
Hunter Jenkins Birthday 
 

Memorial for Diana Elizabeth Evers  
Walter & Nancy Evers 
 

Matching Gifts: 
Motorola Foundation for Carl Peridier 
 

In Memory of: 
Margaret Reschovsky 
 Edie & Tom Woodman  
 Edward & Alice Laquer  
 Julia Murray & Andrew Reschovsky  
 John & Sandra Reschovsky  
 Doro M. Kerr  
 Accumetrics Associates  

 
Gerald Schubert 
 Cindy Schubert  
Barbara Murray/Appel 
 Carolyn Constable  
Morgan Krotz 
 Michael Castellano  
  Susan M. McCue  
 Sheila M. Dwyer  
 Stephanie Cutter  
 Roberta McCain 
 Alyssa M. Mastromonaco  
 Erin Grandstaff  
 Barbara A. Kaltenbach  
 Rita M. Lewis  
 Darcell Savage  
 Melinda Maxfield  
 Gary Myrick  
 Randy DeValk  
 Stephen Krupin  
 Mark Wetjen  
 Senator & Mrs. Harry Reid 
 Melissa Maxfield  
 Janice Shelton  
 

Welcome New Members 
Adrian Noble 
Stacy McBride 
Michele Kawamoto 
Libby Smith 
Melissa Zyla 
Candace & Mark Young 
Sheeran Family 

Barbara & Kevin Kelly 
Susan Ertel 
Katie Mackelburg & 
Family 
Monika Pugliese & Bob 
Lomas 
Ann & Jim Magauran 

Joan Litvin 
Karen & Wayne Lattuca 
Susan & Jim Reimer 
Scott & Terry Parlee 
Don Biresch 
Donna & Emer Kohut 
Jeffrey Harder 

Paul & Holly Lazaar 
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Friends of  Peace Valley Nature Center  
Membership 

Peace Valley Nature Centerõs 

    Sunflower Shop 
      30% off 
      Any single item store purchase 

                 Valid Dec. 1 - Feb. 1, 2011 

              Tues. thru Sun.    10am - 5pm 

                                     ~ No discount on barn purchases ~ 

A great selection of gifts at the  
Sunflower Shop at PVNC!  

 
Great Selection of Nature Gifts! 

 

Enjoy a peaceful shopping experience! 
Stay to check out the birds at the feeders 

and perhaps you may see and Eagle soar-
ing overhead. Visit us, sip some coffee/tea 
and watch the birds from the warmth of the 

solar building! 
 

All proceeds support our environmental education 
endeavors 
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Race/Walk Has Another Good Year 
The eleventh annual Friends of the Dove 10K Run and 2 Mile 
Health Walk was held on a clear sunny day. Lake Galena looked 
beautiful! Dave Dixon of Doylestown, PA won the men’s race. He 
zoomed around the course in 38 minutes and 50 seconds. Carol 
Jefferson of Schwenksville, PA was the women’s winner. She 
crossed the finish line in 39 minutes and 9 seconds. She was hot on 
Dave’s heels! The funds raised from the race support Peace Valley 
Nature Center’s education programs. Thank you to all who helped 
and participated! 

Osprey Sponsors ($500 and above)  

MacAuley ðBrown Inc. 

Kingfisher Sponsors ($250 and above) 

Navmar Applied Science Corp. 

Hummingbird Sponsors ($125 and above) 

Fred Beans Hyundai of Doylestown 
Linda Gelcius, State Farm Agent 
Eugene and Wendy Gladston 
Hall Family Chiropractic 
Krempa Associates, Inc. 
Craig & Vicki Olsen 
Other financial donors 

Arthur & Barbara Horbach 

Special Thanks to: 

R F Hill Amateur Radio Club North Wales Water Authority  

B101 Radio Station  CB West Key Club 

Smith Prints   Runner’s World 

Philly Pretzel Factory-Chalfont 

 

Race Awards Donated by: 

Bucks Country Gardens 

 

Water Provided by: 

North Wales Water Authority 

 

Door Prize Donations: 

Barnes Chiropractic The Friends of Peace Valley Nature 
Center 

Training Zone Sports- Doylestown Diane & Joe Szwajkowski 

 

Food Donors: 

Annie’s Water Ice Doylestown Cabot Cheese 

Dublin Shop ‘n’ Bag  Dunkin Donuts Hatfield 

Giant Food Store Plumsteadville Tabora Farm and Orchards 

Planet Smoothie of Doylestown 

 

Race Directors: 

Cody Crooke  Craig Olsen 

Race Committee: 

Tom Barnes  Vicki Olsen  

Bill Strunk  Diane Szwajkowski 

Joseph Szwajkowski 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1    2 3          4 8am Bird Walk 

10:30 am Singles Walk 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 8am Bird Walk 

Bird Treats 10:30am 

12 13 14 

 

15 

 

16 17 18 8am Bird Walk 

10:30 am Singles Walk 

19 20    21 Winter Solstice 

Full Moon 

22 

 

23 24 25  

26 27 28 29 Volunteer Holiday 

Party 5-9pm 

30 31  

December 2010 

Sun Mo Tue Wed Th Fri Sat 

      1      

2 

 

3 4   10:00-11:30 am Kit 

Crew & Gosling Gang 

 

 

4 5  10:00-11:00 am 

Babes in the Woods- 

10:00-11:30 am Kit Crew & Gosling 

Gang 

6 

 

 

7 

 

 

8     8am Bird Walk 

 

9 

 

10 11   10-11:30 am Kit Crew 

& Gosling 

12  10:00-11:00 am 

Babes in the Woods- 

10:00-11:30 am Kit Crew & Gosling 

Gang 

13 

 

 

14 15     8am Bird Walk 

10:30 am Singles Walk 

Cross Country Ski Clinic 2-3:30 pm 

16 FLAKES & 

CRYSTALS 

SNOW  1-2:30 pm 

17 18  10-11:30 am Kit Crew 

& Gosling 

19   10:00-11:00 am 

Babes in the Woods- 

10:00-11:30 am Kit Crew & Gosling 

Gang 

20 21   22 8am Bird Walk 

 

23/30 

 

24/31 25 10-11:30 am Kit Crew 

& Gosling  

26  10:00-11:00 am 

Babes in the Woods- 

10:00-11:30 am Kit Crew & Gosling 

Gang 

27 28 29 8am Bird Walk 

10 :30 am Singles Walk 

 

January 2011 

Sun 
Mo

n 
Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 1 10-11:30 am Kit 

Crew & Gosling  Rain 

Date 

2 10:00-11:00 am 

Babes in the Woods- 

10:00-11:30 am Kit Crew & Gosling Gang RD 

3 4 5 8am Bird Walk 

 

6 COME OUT 

OF HIBERNA-

TION 

1-2:30 PM 

7 8 9 10 11 12 8am Bird Walk 

10:30 am Singles Walk 

Bluebird Workshop  1-2:30pm 

February 2011 

Volume 31,  Issue 4  Page 4 peaceva l leynaturecenter.org  

Schedule of Events 

December 11~ Bird Treats 

10 am 

January 4~ Kit Crew Gos-

ling Gang begin-10-

11:30am 

January 5 ~ Kit Crew, 

Gosling Gang begin 10-

11:30 am 

January 5 ~ Babes in the 

Woods begin 10-11:00 am 

January 15~Beginners Cross 

Country Ski Clinic 2-

3:30pm 

January 16, Flakes & Crys-

tals: SNOW 

February 12~Blueburd 

Workshop 1-2:30pm 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

14 15 

 

16 

 

17 

 

18 

 

19 

 

20 8am Bird Walk 

10:30 am Singles Walk 

21 Full Moon 22 23   24 25 26 27 8am Bird Walk 

28 29 30     

November 2010 

Bird Walks every  

Saturday Morning, 8:00 am 

FLAKES & CRYSTALS: 

COULD IT BE SNOW? 

January 16 

1:00-2:30 pm 
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Preschool Programs  
 Ages 2-6 years ~  
Fun & Educational Outdoor Walk & Activities 
ADVANCE REGISTRATION & PAYMENT ARE REQUIRED: To register, send title of program, ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÎÁÍÅ, age, ÐÁÒÅÎÔ ÏÒ ÁÃÃÏÍÐÁÎÙÉÎÇ ÁÄÕÌÔȭÓ 
name, phone number and fee to:  Peace Valley Nature Center ~ 170 N. Chapman Road  Doylestown, PA 18901 
 

The fee is not refundable one week prior to the start of the program. Please make checks payable to Friends of PVNC.  Your payment will secure and 
confirm your registration.  

10:00-11:30 am 

Tuesdays ~ January 4, 11, 18, 

25, Foul Weather Date Feb.1 

Wednesdays ~ January 5, 12, 

19, 26,Foul Weather Date Feb. 2 

FEE $55 (members $45) 

1 Adult & 1 child ~ additional 

child (sibling) $10 

Limit 2 children per adult 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bun-

dle up your babe and come to the nature center for a 

get-together for nature awareness classes that focus 

on the senses and being outdoors. Winter is a great 

time to get outdoors in the crisp, cold, clean air to 

hone their senses and meet other great babes. Led 

by teacher naturalist Jason accompanied by his son 

Ryan you will discover the hidden wonders of  Peace 

Valley Nature Center.  

We will be utilizing stroller friendly trails.   

FEE: $40 (members $30) 

Kit Crew 

Ages 2-3 with caregiver 

Class size: 5 Kits 

Under 2 years, no charge 
 

Winter is a great time to get outdoors. New discoveries 

await! A snack and story then bundle up and venture 

out for a short discovery walk. We then return to the 

nature center to make an age-appropriate craft to take 

home. 

Gosling Gang 

Ages 4-6 with caregiver 

Class size: 7 Goslings 

Under 2 years, no 

charge 
 

A story, snack and walk on 

the wild side! Put on your 

coat, hat and boots and 

ÌÅÔȭÓ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÉÇÁÔÅ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÓ 

going on in the winter. 

Program includes snack & story. We will also make 

a take home craft.  

Great Outdoor Winter Adventures! 

 

Babes in the Woods 

10:00-11:00 am 

Ages 3 monthsɂ1 year 

Class size: 5 Babes and their caregiver 

Wednesdays January 5, 12, 19, 26, 

Foul Weather Date Feb. 2 

A NEW PROGRAM FOR 

BUDDING NATURALISTS! 
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Naturalist Activities 

Service Projects & Volunteers 

peaceval leynaturecenter.org  

 

SINGLES WALKS  

SATURDAYS  10:00 amɂ12 (noon)   $2 donation suggested 

Nov 20, Dec 4, 18, Jan  15, 29, Feb 12 

Craig Olsen leads these informative walks. Discover winter happenings &  enjoy great fellowship. Bring lunch 

for after the walk 

 

BIRD WALKS   

SATURDAYS  8:00-10:00 am      

Walk the trails of Peace Valley Nature Center searching for winter birds. Bring your binoculars and enjoy this great sport. Meet some like-

minded folks who enjoy birding. Or come to learn a new activity, great for all ages! 

NOTE: Building closed Christmas and New Years Days 

FOR THE BIRDS ~ A day to make treats for the birds!  

DECEMBER 11            10:30-11:30 am 

FEE $10 ($5 members)   LIMIT 25 participants 
Hand-made gifts for the bird lovers on your holiday list. Or, hang them around your place! 
Shapes and sizes to suit even the gourmet birds in your area. 
Suet, seeds, peanut butter and more will be ingredients to tempt those avians at your house. 
A squishy molding experience for the whole family! 

 

BEGINNERS CROSS COUNTRY SKI CLNINC  

JANUARY 15 ~ 2:00-3:30 pm NO FEE 

A great way to enjoy the snow and stay in shape! If this is a new sport for you, or if it has been a while, this clinic is for you! Learn about the 

history of the sport as well as proper equipment and clothing. Places to go & where to get what you need. Demonstration of basic steps and 

questions answered. 

This is an activity for the entire family. A fun and informative session led by Director/Naturalist Craig Olsen. 

 

BLUEBIRD WORKSHOP ~ Make a Nest box  

FEBRUARY 12  ~ 1:00-2:30 pm  (foul weather date Feb. 13) 

Fee $ 15 ($12 members)   LIMIT 20 participants 

Learn about the ecology of bluebirds and other cavity nesters. Build your own bluebird house and share in the 

success of the comeback of bluebirds in our area. 

Bluebird Guy, Ray Hendrick will present these and other interesting facts about birding in our area.  
 

Graduation Projects: Kyle Burdack, Amanda Cunha, Jane Lowe, Matthew McShane, Hillary Minch, Mollie Safran, 

Amanda Simo, Joe Suwala, Chrispher Valdez, Gavin Mayfield, Tyler Czekaj, Ariel Needleman 

Summer Nature Adventures, outdoor work and projects: Kevin Dougherty 

 

WORKDAYñNovember 13 ~ 10:00amñ1:00 pm 

Come enjoy the late fall season as you help out the nature center by doing many different 
types of  jobs.  Lunch provided!!! For information or to volunteer contact Maryjo Lisewski, 215.345.7860, ext. 107 
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Sundays 1:00 ï2:30pam      

$5 ($3 members)  

Programs for all ages!  
Activities, crafts and an informative walk! A great way to break that 

cabin fever! 

January 16ɂFLAKES AND CRYSTALSɂCOULD IT 

BE SNOW?  

Learn about snow ecology, who needs it, what good is it, as well as the differ-

ent types of snow. Includes a walk (hopefully we will have snow), come prepared to go outdoors.   

 

February 6ɂOUT OF HIBERNATION  

From  us, (humans) to groundhogs, chipmunks and amphibians we will discover 

some amazing facts. Learn about these wonderful adaptations, create some 

crafts and enjoy activities that highlight this time when our part of the world 

begins to awaken to the coming of spring. $ÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÂÏÏÔÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÒÍ 

clothes for a journey down the trails.  

 

Sunday Afternoon Winter Get Out and About 
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Friends & Family Fun Day 
PLEASE SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES THAT  

DONATED TO OUR SILENT AUCTION &  
 ACTIVITIES 

Cabot Cheese    Cross Roads Bake Shop   

Dana Nase Massaage  Doylestown Haircutters 

Domenic Graziano Flowers and Gifts  

Espiral Pilates & Fitness  Gwen Simpson Massage    

High Road Cycles    The Frame Factory 

Higher Ground Natural Photography Italian Delight 

Kandi Coleman Massage    Lilyõs Pad  

Please Touch Museum   Slate Bleu   

Vital Essential Salon/ Tina Gerhart Lowes, Warrington 

Vital Link Chiropractic  

 
 

MUSIC BY: CLIFF COLE  
 

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS FOR THEIR DONATIONS   

 

STEVE BERKSON, SUSAN CHARKES, KEVIN CORNWALL, ROBIN FOLKERTS, GAIL & LEAH HILL, MIKE 

KOZEMPL, MIKE & DONNA LINE , MARYJO LISEWSKI, DAN LONG,  MARY JO MAY,  JOHN MIHALICH, BETSY 

MOORE, MICHELE SADOWSKI, DICK SAKULICH, SUSAN SANDBERG, PAT WITEK. 

    



Do You Know These Precipitation Definitions? 

Snow: Falling ice composed of crystals in complex hexagonal forms. Snow forms mainly when water va-
por turns directly to ice without going through the liquid stage, a process called deposition. 

Snowflakes: Aggregations of snow crystals. 

Snow flurries: Light showers of snow that do not cover large areas and do not fall steadily for long peri-
ods of time. 

Snow grains: Very small snow crystals. The ice equivalent of drizzle. 

Snow pellets: White, opaque ice particles that form as ice crystals fall through cloud droplets that are 
below freezing but still liquid (supercooled). The cloud droplets freeze to the crystals forming a lumpy 
mass. Scientists call snow pellets "graupel." Such pellets falling from thunderstorms are often called "soft 
hail." 

Sleet: Drops of rain or drizzle that freeze into ice as they fall. They are usually smaller than 0.30 inch in 
diameter. Official weather observations list sleet as "ice pellets." In some parts of the country "sleet" re-
fers to a mixture of ice pellets and freezing rain. 

Freezing rain or drizzle: Falling rain or drizzle that cools below 32°F, but does not turn to ice in the air. 
The water is "supercooled." When the drops hit anything they instantly turn into ice. 

Ice storm: A storm with large amounts of freezing rain that coats trees, power lines and roadways with 
ice. Often the ice is heavy enough to pull down trees and power lines. 

Hail: Falling ice in roughly round shapes at least 0.20 inch in diameter. Hail comes from thunderstorms 
and is larger than sleet. Hailstones form when upward moving air -- updrafts -- in a thunderstorm keep 
pieces of graupel from falling. Drops of supercooled water hit and freeze to the graupel, causing it to 
grow. When the balls of ice become too heavy for the updrafts to continue supporting them, they fall as 
hailstones. Sleet, in contrast, consists of raindrops that freeze on the way down. 

Thunderstorm: A rain or snow shower in which there is lightning. Thunder is always caused by light-
ning. In general, the upward and downward winds, updrafts and downdrafts, in thunderstorms are more 
violent than those in ordinary showers. 

Thundersnow: A thunderstorm with snow instead of rain falling on the ground. 
 

Information from the USA Today Weather Book 
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